
Dear Parents,

We are preparing to welcome students back to another exciting school year and want to
share some important information with you about our Band program. Ms. Dwyer, our
band teacher, will be visiting your child’s class to sign him/her up for Concert Band or
Beginner Band once school begins. Participation is encouraged but not required.  A
permission slip is not required to sign your child up for band.  Once (s)he has indicated  a
positive intention to play on his/her form and you have rented an instrument, your child
will be enrolled in the instrumental music program.

Concert Band
Concert Band is open to any student who plays a band instrument and wishes to
perform.  In addition to two rehearsals per week, each band student receives one small
group lesson per week.  Group lessons are scheduled on a rotating basis during the school
day.  Before coming to the lesson, students are responsible for turning in and receiving all
homework assignments. In the event of a test, quiz, or presentation, students are asked to
inform Ms. Dwyer of the conflict beforehand and complete their class task.  If there is
adequate time left in the period, students are asked to participate in the lesson.  If this is
not possible, students are responsible to arrange a make-up lesson with Ms. Dwyer.

Students are expected to keep up with all academic classwork and homework when they
attend lessons.  If they are not able to keep up with classroom work on a regular basis, we
may have to recommend that they be dropped from the instrumental program.

Dates, pieces, requirements, and additional information about Elementary All-County
Band auditions in the fall as well as NYSSMA auditions in the spring can be found on
www.WCSMA.org.

Beginner Band
Students also have the opportunity to learn a new instrument.  Instruments offered
during the school day are: flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, alto saxophone, trumpet, French
horn, trombone, baritone horn, percussion*, tuba*, and bells*. Students attend small
group lessons on a rotating basis during the school day and will play in the Spring
Concert.  Although not taught as a beginning instrument in school, a list of private music
teachers is available if your child is interested in learning electric bass or guitar.

*Limited number of students

Jazz Band
Students interested in Jazz Band will have an opportunity to audition in October.  Jazz
Band rehearses on Tuesdays from 3 to 4 PM.  Students of all grades who are participating
in band or learning a new instrument at school are welcome to audition.

Supplies Required
All students must bring their instrument, a pencil and their music to band.  Students may
store their instrument in the band room while they are in school.  This room is open after
school for student access.

http://www.wcsma.org


Students playing reed instruments (clarinet, sax, oboe, bassoon) should have at least one
good reed and two spare reeds in their case at all times.  It may be less expensive to buy a
box from a music store or online rather than buying them one at a time.  Brass students
should have valve/slide oil in their case.

Additional Information
Changes in the Performance Schedule will be sent out via K-12 alerts and on the school
music website.  Please visit our music web site at:

https://sites.google.com/a/chufsd.org/pvc-band-program/

The following music stores are available for instrument rentals, supplies and/or lessons:

Bennett Conservatory of Music 271-4825
Cortlandt Music 271-5055
Mike Risko Music Center 762-0877
Mobile Music of New York (845) 783-4613
Peekskill Cortlandt Music School 737-7600
Rockland Music (845) 624-5470
Sam Ash Music Stores 949-8448
U Music 736-7777
Universal Musical Instrument Co. (516) 593-8940

Feel free to contact other music stores in the area for instrument rentals, supplies and/or
lessons as well.

Thank you for your support and encouragement!

Teacher contact info: Lisa Dwyer
Lisa.Dwyer@chufsd.org
(914) 271-2191 x2241

https://sites.google.com/a/chufsd.org/pvc-band-program/
mailto:Lisa.Dwyer@chufsd.org

